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INTRODUCTION
The most important of these revisions is that if the category gender was supposed to stand in opposition to sex in the 1960s to show the constructed character of the categories of male and female, today it is the mutual constitution of sex and gender that is considered to be far more productive (Pateman 1990 (Meyer 2000 , Yuval-Davis 1997 . One of the places to begin an examination of these foundational stories is to consider the place of nature as inherently violent and the role that this idea plays in the creation of the polit ical. The problem, as I see it, is that once the idea of God as the author of nature and time is displaced and the political body under sec ularism is seen as subject to death and decay, secular means must be crafted to ensure that the sovereign receives life beyond the lifetime of its individual members (Das 2007b ). This en tails two obligations. The first obligation is that men should be ready to bear arms for the na tion and be ready to die for it (Taylor 2004 ).
The second is that women's reproduction is seen to be rightly belonging to the state (Meyer 2000 , Schoenbrun 2003 ) so that as citizens they are obligated to bear "legitimate" children who will be, in turn, ready to die for the nation (Das 2007b Although philosophers such as Bataille (1957 Bataille ( , 1961 In all major wars since World War I (WWI), processes of censorship have been used to hide from the public and even from the families of soldiers any deviations from the picture of ide alized masculinity expected of soldiers (Fussell 1989 ). An essential element in the contract be tween the male citizen and the state was the con sent to have one's body altered for the state be cause consent to kill and to die on behalf of the state was assumed (Humphrey 2002 (Greenberg 2006 , Strasses 2005 . The violence inflicted on Iraqi prisoners by both male and fe male North American and British soldiers could not be disavowed as only the work of a few "bad apples" as the Army claimed, especially if we take into account not only the actual practices of torture but also the circulation of photographs that recorded these spectacles to friends and family for pleasure (Paur 2004) . The theme of humiliating the "enemy" through effeminizing men that has been recorded for many colonial contexts (Krishnaswamy 1998 , Sinha 1995 (Brownmiller 1975) , others have argued that we need to track more specifically how the le gal system functions to authorize male violence against women (Das 2005 , Smart 1995 is the ever possible presence of male violence in the home (Pateman 1980 , Price 2002 can make to the understanding of the differ ent affects that constitute and are constituted by violence. As a concluding thought, I pro pose that it is precisely because the reality of violence includes its virtual (and not only actu alized) presence in our lives (Jeganathan 1998 (Jeganathan , 2000 ?its potential to both disrupt the ordi nary and become part of the ordinary?that the study of violence continues to challenge and channel our disciplinary desires in profound ways.
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